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SILVER-POINT: A NEGLECTED ART 

By Hillary Bell 
Illustrated from original silver-point drawings by Carl J. Becker. 
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A SILVER-POINTER AT WORK 



Three centuries ago John Selden said, ''old 
friends are best." It is true that this wise re- 
mark was made about King James' shoes, 
which, that monarch declared, increased in ease 
as they advanced in age. But the proverb 
has lasted longer than the boots, and after 
three hundred years of use it is still service- 
able. We would not, indeed, reject the new 
in favor of the old, nor claim for antiquity the 
merits that are apparent in our own times. Yet 
it is evident to everybody, except the rabid im- 
pressionist, that in spite of its brilliant achieve- 
ments the present has lost something of the 
pleasant quality which made the past memor- 
able. 

In the haste and hurry of to-day we are too 
apt to forget the benefits of yesterday, and what 
was formerly agreeable is now obsolete. Still, 
it is a question with those of antiquarian tastes 
whether new methods that fascinate us are alto- 
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gether superior to old systems that satisfied. 
We would not go back, even if we could, yet 
it remains evident to folk who have made a 
careful study of the artistic efforts of an earlier 
generation that, if old friends are not always 
best, at any rate they possessed certain excel- 
lencies which we cannot now surpass. 

The old-fashioned daguerreotype had a 
fineness, a delicacy, and a beauty, which cannot 
--;:> be discovered in the most remarkable 
achievements of the modern photog- 
rapher's skill. Those persons who 
possess the quaint portraits executed 
by a sympathetic union of light, silver 
and copper, prize them for some exquisite 
quality beyond their sentimental value; 



MEN OF THE OLD GUARD 

and we are glad to note that the antique 
style of silver-point is still held in a favor 
which later and more ingenious methods of 
reproduction assail but cannot wholly van- 
quish. During late years silver-point draw- 
ings have come into universal attention in 
Europe, through the exhibitions arranged 
by collectors of this archaic work. Especial 
interest is now shown in them by the English 
art-lovers ; and peradventure some American 
devotee of the venerable in art may bring 
together enough examples to teach us on 
this side of the sea the charm that once made 
silver-point fashionable. 

Carl J. Becker, an artistic antiquarian 
much enamored of this old friend, has given 
us certain proofs of his ability in silver-point. 
There is a delicacy in his treatment which well 
illustrates the argument we offer. Observe the 
carefulness of his drawing in the face of "A 
Silver-pointer at Work," in the general detail of 
" Coaching in the Park," in the faces and uni- 
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forms of the " Men of the Old Guard," and in the Sir Frederick Leighton picture. 
Silver-point is an amalgam of which silver is the chief constituent, and it is so 
much harder than an ordinary drawing-pencil that paper with an especially prepared 
surface is made for its use. We may correct the errors of an etching-needle, but a 
mistake once made by the silver-point cannot be amended. It is for this reason, 
certainly not on account of its lack of beauty, that silver-point has been almost for- 
gotten in the interest of new, labor-saving, bolder, methods of artistic expression 








AN AFTERNOON ON FIFTH AVENUE 



